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FROM BIG SUR TO CAMBRIA

The Warren Leopold Story

To understand 2431 Sherwood Drive, it helps to understand the man who designed it.

Warren Leopold was more than an architectural designer. He was an artist, painter,
craftsman and builder whose work grew out of one of the most creative periods in the

history of the California coast.

After World War II, Leopold made his way to Big Sur, drawn in part by the writing of Henry
Miller and by the community of artists, writers and independent thinkers gathering along
this wild stretch of coastline.

Leopold eventually met Miller, and together with sculptor Gordon Newell, helped build a
studio addition to the writer’s Big Sur home. Leopold would later live in the studio for a
period of time, becoming part of the remarkable artistic community surrounding Miller in
Big Sur.

It was an extraordinary environment in which to develop as an artist and designer—a place

where architecture, art and nature were not treated as separate things.

Another important influence came through the architectural philosophy of Frank Lloyd
Wright.

While living in Big Sur, Leopold became friends with modernist architect Rowan Maiden,
who had studied under Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin West and later designed Big Sur’s
landmark Nepenthe restaurant. Wright’s Organic Architecture movement—and Maiden’s
interpretation of it—shared many of the ideas that would become recognizable in Leopold’s
own work: buildings responding to their natural surroundings, unconventional geometry,
natural materials, changing light, and a strong connection between interior and exterior

spaces.

Leopold developed those ideas into an architectural language distinctly his own.
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Rather than imposing conventional architecture on a landscape, his homes embraced their
surroundings. Redwood, concrete, glass and stone became part of the experience.
Rectangular rooms gave way to unexpected shapes. Windows were positioned not simply to
bring in light, but to connect the people inside with the landscape beyond them.

In 1968, that philosophy found a remarkable expression on the oceanfront in Cambria.

At 2431 Sherwood Drive, poured-in-place aggregate concrete meets warm redwood.
Conventional rectangular rooms give way to a playful series of hexagonal spaces. Stained
glass—some incorporating thin slices of agate—filters the coastal light. Skylights open

rooms toward the sky, while expansive windows draw the Pacific into the home.

Even the dramatic turret leading to the primary suite feels less like a traditional staircase
and more like a transition between spaces, light and views.

The result is a home that reflects several threads of California design history: the principles
of Organic Architecture associated with Frank Lloyd Wright, the artistic freedom of postwar
Big Sur, and Warren Leopold’s own unconventional approach to creating homes along the

Central Coast.

More than half a century later, the relationship between the architecture and its setting

remains remarkably powerful.

The ocean is not something viewed from a distance. It surrounds daily life here—from the
changing light across the water and sunsets beyond the glass to the tide pools reached by
private stairs below.

2431 Sherwood Drive represents a fascinating intersection of art, architecture and place.
It isn't simply a house designed to sit beside the Pacific.

It was designed to belong there.
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THE BIG SUR YEARS

In the Words of Henry Miller

When Henry Miller wrote about his neighbors in Big Sur, he left a warm
portrait of Warren Leopold: a refined designer and builder who loved the
creative process, detached from the pursuit of money or the
compromises that came with it.

These reflections are captured in Miller’s Big Sur and the Oranges of
Hieronymus Bosch.

Warren can earn good money as a first-class carpenter.
He doesn’t want to. He wants a little piece of land, just
enough to raise some fruit and vegetables, rabbits and
chickens, and to hell with your $12.50 per day—or is it
$20.00 a day that first-class carpenters now earn?

If I were running the World Order of Human Merit,
I would make Warren Leopold a Chevalier.

Warren loves to build houses but loathes his profession.
And with good reason. For, until one can establish
himself as another Frank Lloyd Wright, one is
condemned to design homes that will suit the taste of
people who have no understanding of architecture
whatever. In short, one must do the very opposite of
what one believes in. To circumvent this dilemma,
Warren had the very sensible idea of building a house
according to his own ideas, living in it for a while, then
selling it to anyone who took a fancy to it.





