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Lawrence Cook Test, a well-known architect who spent almost his entire life and career in 
Pasadena, was born in that city on October 31, 1891.  He was of a Quaker background, the son of 
Lemuel Langstaff Test and Catherine M. (Cook) Test.  The senior Mr. Test (1863-1933), born in 
Ohio, arrived in Pasadena from Iowa in 1887, and worked for the Model Grocery as a delivery 
driver.  He eventually became a successful banker and insurance executive, very involved in the 
Masons and other civic organizations, both commercial and philanthropic.   
 
Lawrence graduated from Pasadena High School in 1910.  At the same time he worked as an 
office assistant for Reginald Johnson, one of Pasadena’s major Period Revival architects.  
Lawrence subsequently attended Stanford for one year, but transferred to the University of 
Pennsylvania, well-known for its school of architecture that specialized in historical styles, 
known as “beaux arts.”  
 
After graduating from the University in 1920, Lawrence Test spent almost two years traveling in 
Europe, Egypt, Greece, and the Middle East, during which time he was quoted as saying, “I tried 
to absorb the atmosphere of each place, and strived to secure the underlying ideas governing the 
methods of architecture adopted.”  He was especially taken with the architecture of Spain and 
Italy, which would doubtless influence his designs of Mediterranean buildings back in California. 
 
Following a brief stay in New York City and employment with an architectural firm there, he 
returned to Pasadena where the building business was booming.1  He gained experience at a 
number of architectural firms, including the offices of Allied Architects and Edward Bergstrom 
where he became acquainted with Richard Neutra, soon to become a well-known pioneer of the 
Modern style.  Only when he felt he was ready, in 1928, Mr. Test set up his own practice in 
Pasadena at 117 East Colorado Street, Room 224.  (He would later move his office to 1041 East 
Green Street.)  Although, in later times, he would work for a number of other firms and 
organizations, he always seemed to be given the freedom to complete his own independent 
commissions as well, usually domestic or residential projects, “of commendable design” 
(according to one newspaper).   Many of his works just prior to, and following, World War II, 
made use of experimental materials and construction processes. 
 
During the war, Mr. Test worked with the Army Corps of Engineers creating camouflage for 
airplane factories in Southern California.  He also worked in Eaton Canyon for Caltech’s Navy 
rocket program, the precursor of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.  Following the War, Mr. Test 
formed an association with Los Angeles architect Jess Stanton.  In the mid-1950s, he joined the  
 
staff of the University of Southern California as “University Architect” where he was responsible 

1 According to David Gebhard and Robert Winter in their guidebook to the architecture of Los 
Angeles, Mr. Test was once asked how he happened to go into architecture.  “With so much 
building going on [in Pasadena], how could I think of anything else but architecture?”  And he 
added slyly, “I wonder what would have become of me if I had been raised in Glendale or 
Monrovia?” 



for the design of many modern buildings during the school’s postwar growth.   
 
Mr. Test then joined the Los Angeles firm of Smith, Powell and Morgridge, which specialized in 
the design of churches, schools, civic centers, and commercial buildings.  Among his works at 
this time were the nursing building at Pasadena City College, the administration building at Cal 
State Fullerton, and the Sheriff Substation in Temple City. 
 
Mr. Test retired from the profession in the early 1970s, but continued to give generously of his 
time and expertise, especially in the field of historic preservation.  For instance, he participated 
in the remodeling of the kitchen at the Old Mill.  He also had a lifelong interest in music, dance, 
theater, and writing poetry.  Remembered as a “quiet, but exact, gentleman,” Lawrence Test died 
on September 7, 1981 at the age of 89.  He was survived by his wife Jane Ford Test (a Detroit 
native and graduate of Smith College) and their son Alan F. Test and daughter Mary Lawrence 
Test.  A copy of Mr. Test’s brief obituary from the Pasadena Star-News, as well as other 
biographical material, is attached. 
 
Lawrence Test’s work is characterized by a sense of rational order as a ruling principle of design, 
resulting in a feeling of simplicity, spaciousness, and repose.  This was reflected in his practical 
and flowing room arrangements.  Having benefitted from the rich background of his education 
and initial employments, Mr. Test seemed equally adept at all styles, be they International or 
Period Revival.  His own home at 533 La Loma Road in Pasadena, re-designed and built by him 
in 1952, was originally a 757-square-foot outbuilding for a neighboring property. It underwent 
$10,000 in alterations, including the addition of 2,200 square feet encompassing three additional 
bedrooms and bathrooms.  It is recognized as one of his greatest achievements in modernism. 
 
Mr. Test’s use of carefully chosen textures and colors of subdued richness was often commented 
upon, as was his interest in natural-appearing materials such as redwood and adobe-colored 
stucco.  He was also known for siting his houses so they would take maximum advantage of 
access to sunshine, air, and views to gardens and surroundings–a practice resulting in a “happy 
alliance with the land.”  Mr. Test worked to create a true California architecture that would 
harmoniously combine Old World traditions with modern appliances and “luxurious living.” 
 
Among the other many works by Lawrence Test (all in Pasadena unless otherwise noted): 
 
Haskett-Simonds residence (1660 Lombardy Road)–1928; one of his earliest commissions, it 

attracted great interest from the public and was known for its “unusual” Italian details. 
Capps residence (San Marino)–1929 
R. E. Anderson residence (1285 Hillcrest Avenue)–1929 
Herbert Hoover, Jr., residence (San Marino)–1932 
Tussing residence (1201 Winston Avenue, San Marino)–1934 
Workman residence (22633 Vanowen Street, Canoga Park—1935; a re-working of the original 

“Shadow Ranch” house (ca. 1869) for playwrights Florence Rynerson and Colin 
Clements. 

Residence (1844 Pepper Street, Altadena)–1936 
Residence (1049 Nithsdale Road)–1936 (a Minimal Traditional, according to the City) 
Edgar T. Howes residence (1590 Linda Vista Avenue)–1937 



Robert Rypinski residence (84 Club Drive)–1937 
Ford Stewart residence (808 Linda Vista Avenue)–1938  
William M. Campbell residence (1540 Arroyo View)–1939 
Residence (2084 Roosevelt Avenue, Altadena)–1939 
Residence (600 Westover Place)–1940 
Zwerneman residence (Whittier)–1941 
Model homes for Sunny Hills Ranch (Fullerton)–1941 
Dickinson residence (429 Bellmore Way)–1941; designed by Mr. Test in an International style 

with echoes of the Craftsman tradition with associate Woodbridge Dickinson, this house 
was featured in both the Architectural Forum and House and Garden magazines (the 
latter giving it an Honor Award).   

Henry Hernly residence (1475 Scenic Drive)–1949; known for its experimental wall coverings of 
plywood on the interior and mahogany on the exterior–a good example of Test’s post-war  
use of unusual materials.  Featured in the Los Angeles Times, it was said to exhibit “the 
skilled workmanship [that] is an echo of the Craftsman era.” 

Residence (310 South San Rafael Avenue)—1953 (with landscape by Eckbo, Royston & 
Williams)  

 
Many of Lawrence Test’s papers and drawings are housed at the University Art Museum, 
University of California, Santa Barbara. An interview was conducted with Mr. Test by Robert 
Winter for Pasadena Heritage in July 1981, just before his death 
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