
 

 

 
252 CONGRESS PLACE 

 
PASADENA 

 
 
Former Address:  707 St. John Avenue (1894 – 1980) 
 
Style:  Shingle (a transitional style between Victorian and Craftsman) 
 
Year of Completion: 1894 (according to City Building Department records)1 
 
Original Building Permit:  There is no original building permit on file. The City’s permit file 
goes back only to 1902. 2 
 
Architect:    Frederick L. Roehrig, one of Pasadena leading early architects.  Please see the 
attached biographical materials on pages 9 through 13. 
 
First Owners:  George F. Granger, a real estate executive, and his wife Helena M. Granger.  
 
George Frederick Granger (1856 – 1896) was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the son of Julius 
Granger, a hotel-keeper, and Caroline Granger.  By 1880, George was living as a boarder in 
Detroit and working as a clerk in a shoe store.  In 1884, he married the former Helena May 
Mabley who was born in Oakland, Michigan. Her father was Christopher R. Mabley, an English-
born clothing merchant, and Catherine (Kate) Hall Mabley.  A newspaper article attached on 
page 14 describes the Granger wedding.  Their new Detroit home was completely furnished by 
the bride’s father. At that time, George Granger was working as a clerk for the H. P. Baldwin 
Company, a bonds firm.   
 

                                                           
 
1 The impending construction was reported in the April 24, 1890 issue of the Pasadena Daily 
Star.  The City Assessor’s records indicate there was an improvement on the property as early as 
1890. 
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By 1886, Mr. and Mrs. Granger had moved to Pasadena. Mr. Granger became the secretary-
treasurer of the Richardson & Granger Company, a real estate firm of which he was a partner.  
By 1895, Mr. Granger was associated with John A. Weir & Company, another Southern  
California real estate firm.  Directories of the day also identify him as a journalist and merchant. 
Mr. and Mrs. Granger were prominent in local society.  Mr. Granger belonged to the Valley Hunt 
Club and volunteered to serve on a committee that organized the first Tournament of Roses. He 
was a well-known sportsman, hiking and hunting in the local mountains with groups of friends.   
 
George F. Granger died when he was only forty years of age.  Mention was made of his death in 
the October 1, 1896 issue of the Los Angeles Times. A copy is attached on page 15. His widow 
stayed on in the house until 1904 but appears to have rented it out during the subsequent ten 
years.  Mrs. Granger lived in a variety of locations during the ensuing years, including Buffalo, 
New York; Denver, Colorado; and Portland, Oregon.   
 
Other Building Permits:  General repairs valued at $2,500 were permitted in December 1927. 
A.C. Brandt was the contractor. 
 
Construction of a wooden fence was permitted in August 1941 for $150.   
 
In August 1942, permission was given to demolish an old shed and replace it with a new 400-
square-foot garage at a cost of $275.   
 
A permit was issued in 1952 for the enclosure of a balcony off an upstairs bedroom and the 
installation of a bathroom, requiring the removal of a partition wall.  The cost was estimated at 
$2,000.   
 
In January 1957, a half-bathroom and a laundry area were to be built, costing $700.   
 
In September 1980, the City allowed the property to assume a new address: 252 Congress Place.   
 
The house was re-roofed with Class A material in September 1985. The J. L. Shipley Roofing 
Company of Pasadena was the contractor for this job, valued at $6,000.   
 
In February 1988, new undergrounded electrical service was provided and unspecified fixtures 
and appliances were to be installed. Gallagher of Canoga Park was the contractor.   
 
A permit was issued in September 2002 for 288 square feet of interior remodeling costing 
$8,000. A bathroom and breakfast room were to be altered.  Nakaishi Associates of Los Angeles 
was the contact. 
 
The house and garage were re-roofed with composition material in January 2005 by Weather 
Guard Roofing of El Monte.  Weathered wood was to be applied over existing sheeting.  The 
cost was $14,100.   
 
The HVAC system was replaced in January 2012 by Air-Tro Incorporated of Monrovia.  
 
Copies of some of these permits are attached on pages 18 through 26.   
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(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
Assessor’s Records:  The Pasadena City Assessor visited the property probably in the year 1917 
and recorded a single 1 ½ story residence and garage. The house had a brick foundation, walls 
covered in rustic shingles, a four-gabled shingled roof with two dormers, and plain wood shingle 
trim.  Heat was provided by three fireplaces and a coal-fired furnace. There were twelve 
plumbing fixtures.  Interior finishes were described as “stock” and “plain.” The house had six 
hardwood floors.  
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage of the house at 3,721.  On the first floor were three 
living rooms (one was probably a dining room) and a kitchen.  The second floor contained five 
bedrooms and three bathrooms.  There was also a brick-lined basement that measured 12 by  
25 feet and was 4 feet deep.   
 
The garage, measuring 16 feet square had a concrete floor and shingled walls and roof.  The 
Assessor later indicated this “shed” had been demolished by 1942.  The property also contained 
730 square feet of driveways. 
 
The Assessor returned on December 12, 1927 to record $2,500 in general repairs to the house. 
 
On December 8, 1941, the Assessor noted that 250 linear feet of 3.5-foot-tall wood fencing had 
been installed on the property.   
 
On December 16, 1942, the Assessor returned to note the completion of a new garage that 
measured 20 feet square.  It had a concrete foundation, shingled walls, a gabled composition 
roof, and electric lighting.  
 
On October 9, 1952, the Assessor amended the building record to list alterations made to the 
house involving an upstairs bedroom and bathroom. The interior square footage of the house had 
not changed.   
 
On March 13, 1957 the Assessor noted the addition of a half-bathroom and a laundry.   
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 3,968 
with five bedrooms and four bathrooms.   
 
Copies of the City Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 27  through 35. 
 
(Note: The Pasadena City Assessor’s Office ceased operations in 1974.  Their square footage 
totals often differed from those of the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, since they 
frequently included garages, terraces, patios, etc. in their computation.  It is advisable to rely on 
the County Assessor’s square footage figures since they are more up-to-date and consistent.)  
 
Some Other Owners and Residents:  By 1910, Mrs. Mabel Hamilton, a widow, and a live-in 
maid were the residents.  Mrs. Hamilton, a native of Illinois, was born in 1865.   
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The house appears to have remained largely vacant from 1925 through 1936. 
 
By 1936, Edgar and Agnes Stern and their two sons became the residents.  Mr. Stern was an 
executive at a paper box manufacturing company. 
 
By 1940, Stephen De’Ak, and his wife Margaret Eliazbeth. De’Ak were the owners. They, 
together with Grace Baker Shanklin, established a music school at their St. John Avenue home 
called “The New Way Music Education Service.” 
 
By 1942, Glenn L. Barnum, a physician at a private hospital, and his wife Susan G. Barnum were 
the owners.  Mrs. Barnum worked as a secretary at a private university.   
 
By 1962, Ralph W. Marshall, Jr., a mechanical engineer with the gas company, and his wife 
Mary L. Marshall became the residents.  They shared the house with their two daughters.  
 
By 1973, Herbert F. and Bemona Bisoff were the residents.  Mr. Bisoff was associated with 
Bisoff Enterprises.   
 
By 1976, Albert A. Binney, Jr. and his wife Helen Binney had purchased the property. 
Mr. Binney was associated with the firm of Binney, Chase and Van Horne, a stock corporation. 
 
The current owners are Dennis Yuzo Nishikawa and his wife Jackie L. Nishikawa. The 
Nishikawa family have owned the property for over forty years. 
 
Notes: Attached on page 6 is part of a Sanborn Fire Insurance map that shows a footprint of the 
Granger house and its neighbors as they appeared in 1894.  
 
An auction of fine furnishings occurred at the house on May 19, 1904.  An advertisement was 
published in the Los Angeles Times (copy attached on page 16.) 
 
The house was advertised for sale in the April 29, 1979 issue of the Times.  It was described as a 
“Pasadena classic.” A copy of this ad is attached on page 17.   
 
Pasadena Heritage noted in a house-tour script that the address of the house was changed to 
Congress Place in 1980 “in order to provide privacy and some respite from the traffic noise on 
St. John Avenue.”  
 
Significance:  The City of Pasadena has determined that the Granger house is a contributor to 
the Markham Place National Register Historic District. The City’s record is attached on  
pages 7 and 8. It contains a good physical description of the house. 
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Sources: 
 Los Angeles County Assessor 
 Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic 
Preservation Section) 

 Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives) 
 Pasadena Public Library 
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, 6th ed. 
  Santa Monica, Angel City Press, 2018. 
 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  2nd ed. 
  New York, Knopf, 2013. 
  
 City Directories:  1894 - 
 
 Detroit Free Press:  February 10, 1884  

Los Angeles Times:  October 1, 1896; May 18, 1904; April 29, 1979 
Pasadena Daily Star: April 24, 1890 

   
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 (office) 
626-241-4471 (cell) 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright April 2026 
by Tim Gregory 
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FREDERICK L. ROEHRIG 
Architect 

 
 Frederick Louis Roehrig was born in Le Roy, New York on December 
24, 1857, the son of Frederick Louis Otto Roehrig and Caroline (Smith) 
Roehrig.  The older Roehrig was a medical doctor and also a professor of 
Oriental and Arabic languages at Cornell University.  The younger 
Frederick graduated from Cornell with a Bachelor of Architecture degree 
in 1883.  From there, he went on to study in England and France, like so 
many of his generation.  He returned to the United States in 1884 to 
marry Mary Gavina Hungerford of Ithaca, New York.   
 
The Roehrigs moved to Pasadena in 1886 at the height of a building 
boom.  Frederick, although quite young by professional standards, 

practiced architecture very successfully, receiving commissions from many wealthy new 
Pasadenans.  He designed the City’s first hospital and the first buildings of the Pasadena 
Presbyterian Church.  Roehrig’s father, nearing retirement age, also moved to Pasadena and both 
families lived near each other in the 500 block of South Oakland Avenue until the older 
Roehrig’s death in 1908.   Although Frederick had relocated his offices to Los Angeles by 1890, 
he still remained active in Pasadena, helping to draw up the City’s first building code.   He was 
also a founding member of the California State Board of Architectural Examiners, who made 
sure only qualified people could practice as “architects”.  Roehrig was granted California’s 
second architectural license.  He was also active in the Southern California Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. 
 
Having been trained as an architect in the classical tradition and having come from an eastern 
family with a strong academic background, Roehrig’s early buildings reflected these 
conservative influences.   His first residences (now mostly destroyed) were reminiscent of H. H. 
Richardson and early Stanford White buildings.  In 1889, in partnership with Seymour Locke, 
Roehrig designed the two portions of the Green Hotel which still exist (now 99 South Raymond 
Avenue)--perhaps his most famous local work.   The buildings are a mixture of Mission Revival 
and Islamic architecture.  As the Arts and Crafts movement gained momentum, many of 
Roehrig’s designs began to take their place within the less dramatic Craftsman mode.  He 
eventually became versatile in many styles: Queen Anne, Mission Revival, Period Revival, 
Prairie, and Mediterranean.  He created many fine residences in San Diego, Santa Barbara, 
Riverside, and Los Angeles, as well as in Pasadena.  He also made his mark in the design of 
commercial and industrial buildings, such as powerhouses connected with the Los Angeles 
Aqueduct. 
 
Frederick Roehrig was characterized as a quiet, dignified man, devoted to his profession and to 
his wife and three children.  He was said to have been very meticulous, not only in his work but 
also in his personal life.  Roehrig continued working during the 1930s.  He died at the age of 90 
on October 7, 1948. 
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Some local Roehrig designs that still exist include: 
     
    654 East Mariposa Street, Altadena (1888) 
    707 South St. John Avenue (1890) 
    1247 North Garfield Avenue (1891) 
    297 South Orange Grove Blvd. (1894) 
    107 North Orange Grove Blvd.–formerly at  
    362 South Los Robles Avenue (1896) 
    271 Markham Place—formerly 721 South St. John Avenue (1897) 
    357 South Lorraine Blvd., Los Angeles (1898) 
    2263 South Hoover Blvd., Los Angeles (1900) 
    328 Bellefontaine Street (1904) 
    100 West State Street (1906) 
    805 South Madison Avenue (1908) 
    280 South Orange Grove Blvd.  (1909) 

The Finnish Folk Art Museum on the Pasadena Historical     
Museum grounds--originally a garage moved from 1003 
South Orange Grove Blvd. (1909) 

    1231 South El Molino Avenue (1910) 
499 Prospect Terrace (1911) 

    500 Bellefontaine Street (1917) 
 
 
 
Sources: 

Andersen, Timothy J., ed., et.  al.  California Design 1910.  Santa Barbara, Peregrine 
Smith, 1980. 

 Who’s Who In the Pacific Southwest.  Los Angeles, Times-Mirror, 1913. 
 Pasadena Star-News: May 25, 1916; October 11, 1948. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com  
 
Copyright 
June 2001 
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Detroit Free Press 
February 10, 1884; p. 6 
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Los Angeles Times 
October 1, 1896; p. 13 
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Los Angeles Times 
May 18, 1904; p. 11 
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Los Angeles Times 
April 29, 1979; p. I98 
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